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ORTHOPTERA 

C R IC K E TS  A N D  G R A S S H O P P E R S  IN  D Y F E D  - A  P  F O W LE S  

O f the th irty spec ies  o f O rthop te ra res iden t in  B rita in  seven teen have been recorded  in  D yfed .   U n til 

recently the ir d is tribu tion here w as poorly know n as m any natura lis ts  had ignored  the  group despite  

the ir consp icuousness  and  charm , how ever, in  the  pas t four o r   five  years   there  has   been  an  

upsurge  o f  in teres t  w hich  has  contributed  s ign ificantly to  an  unders tanding of the ir s ta tus and loca l 

eco logy.   The p ic tu re is  s till fa r from  com ple te  and m any questions rem a in to  be  answ ered about 

d is tribu tion, habita t preference, life -s tyle  e tc  .......   There  is  a lso every like lihood tha t new  spec ies  could  

be  found in  the county, though rea lis tica lly the re are  on ly tw o like ly cand ida tes - the Lesser M arsh 

G rasshopper Chorthippus albom arginatus (possible on upper sa ltm arshes in  the southern es tuaries) and  

the G reenhouse  C am el-c ricke t Tachyncines asynam orus  (an A s ian  in truder occurring  on ly in  heated  

greenhouses). A s w ith  m any o ther insec t groups, southern  E ngland  has a g rea te r d ivers ity o f 

O rthopte ra than can  be  found in  D yfed but none theless  w e  have  severa l in teres ting species w h ich 

deserve g rea te r popu larity am ongst loca l natura lis ts . It is  surpris ing that the  O rthoptera have been  

neglec ted as they are re la tive ly large , co lou rfu l insec ts  w hose identification  is  a ided by the ir d istinc tive  

songs, o r s tridu la tion. The  recent publication of an  excellen t and  inexpens ive  gu ide (B row n 1983) shou ld  

bring  the  recognition  they deserve  w hils t R agge 's (1965) book , sadly out o f prin t, curren tly rem ains the  

on ly com prehens ive account o f the ir life -h is tory. 

 

D yfed 's G rasshoppers  are  w idespread throughout the  county, indeed th ree o f them  probably occur in  

every 1O  km  square . They begin  to  appear as  nym phs in  M ay and the earlies t reach adulthood and  

begin to  s ing in  m id-June  and  can  be seen in  the ir favoured open grassland habitats until O ctober. The 
COMMON FIELD GRASSHOPPER C horth ippus b runneus prefers d ry so ils  and  is  the  spec ies  m ost 

like ly to  be encountered in  urban  env ironm ents such as w aste  ground. It is  one o f the  few  O rthopterans  

w hich  occur on  our o ffshore is lands  and  is  genera lly com m on in  low land D yfed a lthough it becom es 

m uch scarcer above about 3O O  m  asl. In contrast, the MEADOW GRASSHOPPER  C horth ippus para lle lus 

is  m ost abundan t in  dam p pastures  though a lso occurs on w ell-dra ined so ils  w ith  luxurian t vegetation. It 

lacks  the ab ility to  fly and th is probably accounts for its  absence  from  our is lands, its  co lon isation  o f 

B rita in  fo llow ing  the las t g lacia tion w as probably too s low  to  enable it to  reach W est W ales before the 

islands were cut off from  the m ainland. The MOTTLED GRASSHOPPER  M yrm eleotettix  m aculatus  is  a  

charm ing insec t w ith  c lubbed  an tennae (the  other grasshoppers in Dyfed have antennae w hich taper 

gradually) and an as ton ish ing varie ty o f co lou r m orphs. It is  to  be found only on the  driest so ils , 

pa rticu larly a long the coas t, w here  m atu re dunes and c liff scree can have  la rge  populations, but a lso  

in land on the spo il o f abandoned m ines and in  som e loca lities  on  the lim estone s lopes o f 

C arm arthenshire . O ur o the r w idespread  spec ies , the COMMON GREEN GRASSHOPPER  O m ocestus 

v iridulus, is  alm ost ub iqu itous - its "tick ing* song  a feature of sum m er w a lks  th roughout the county. Th is 

is  the firs t o f ou r grasshoppers to  m atu re  each year and  it can  be found  in  lush vegetation  from  coasta l 

dunes to  the m ounta in  tops, w here  it is  invariab ly the on ly species p resen t. It has a lso been  recorded 

from  S kokho lm  and S kom er Is lands . [A  fifth  spec ies , the WOODLAND GRASSHOPPER  O m ocestes 

ru fipes, has been reported from  southern C arm s bu t th is  is  the on ly W e lsh  record and is  be lieved to  be  

erroneous.] 

 

The  G roundhoppers  a re  on ly about one cen tim etre long  and  resem b le m in ia ture, stocky grasshoppers. 

They a re usually som e shade o f brow n, though m ore co lourfu l fo rm s do  ex is t, and  as  such are easily 

over-looked. H ow ever, there is  the advantage that they over-w in te r in  the adult stage and are therefore  

ac tive from  the firs t m ild days o f spring  until the onset of w inter. T he chief foodplan ts  are  m osses and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



algae. T he COMMON GROUNDHOPPER  T etrix  undulata is found throughout D yfed but it is  certa in ly 

under-recorded at present. It can to lera te  drie r cond itions than  its  tw o re latives and is  frequently seen 

along rides or foo tpaths  through w oodland; heaths  and sand-dunes are  a lso favoured. R ecords 

curren tly indicate a low land dis tribution in D yfed , up to about 25O  m  asl, a lthough th is m ay rather be 

due to  a lack of survey w ork  on  h igher g round. T he SLENDER GROUNDHOPPER  T etrix  subu lata 

inhabits dam per localities, espec ia lly the  m uddy m argins of ponds, and a lso occurs  on w et pastures 

and in  freshw ater m arshes. It is  p resently know n on ly from  a  handful of s ites in C arm s and South 

P em bs but is probably m ore w idely d istribu ted and could po tentia lly occur anyw here in low land 

D yfed. T he on ly other B ritish representative  o f the T ettig idae  is  CEPERO'S GROUNDHOPPER  

T etrix  cepero i w h ich is  very s im ilar in  appearance to  subu la ta . T his  is  a very local insect of southern 

B rita in and w as firs t recorded in  D yfed in 1984 w hen spec im ens w ere collec ted from  tw o localities on 

the C arm s coast. T hese colonies , above the  sa ltm arsh at T yw yn Po int and  a longside W itchett P oo l in  

Laugharne Burrow s, are the m ost northerly in  B rita in  for the spec ies . 

 
E ight B ush cricke ts  occur in  D yfed , they generally inhabit areas o f ta lle r, m ore scrubby vegetation  

than  the  grasshoppers  and none can be regarded as com m on throughout the county. M any of them  

s tridulate loud ly, and th is can  be the  easiest w ay to loca te  them  as they tend to be com para tive ly 

e lusive , a lthough som e spec ies have a h igh-pitched song w hich e ludes a ll bu t the  keenest ears. T hey 

reach the adu lt s tage in July and las t th rough until the firs t fros ts  in  O ctober but a re often m ost 

conspicuous as  early-ins ta r nym phs (w hich  a re easily identifiable in  m ost spec ies) in  M ay and June. 

The SHORT-WINGED CONEHEAD  C onocephalus dorsalis frequents m arshy areas near the coast 

w here it is  usually found am ongst ta ll s tands of rushes and sedges, S cirpus m aritim us in particu lar. 

T he eggs, la id w ith in p lant stem s, can w ithstand pro longed im m ers ion in b rack ish  w ater and as such 

the spec ies is a regula r inhab ita t of saltm arshes. It is  scarce in  C eredig ion , w here it is  know n only 

from  the D yfi E stuary, bu t m uch m ore w idespread in the other tw o dis tric ts. T he BO G BUSH 

CRICKET  M etriop te ra brachyptera is one of our rarest spec ies, apparently confined  to jus t tw o sites  

in the county - C ors F ochno (B orth B og) in  C eredig ion and C ors G och, L lanllw ch in C arm s. H ere  it 

occurs  in  som e abundance am ongst sparse M yrica bushes, usually w here  there is  a  lush grow th  o f 

M olin ia bu t a lso in  m ore open areas w ith E rica tetra lix . S evera l o ther suitab le  loca lities  in  D yfed  have 

been searched w ithout success but the d iscovery of one or tw o new  co lonies m ay be antic ipated. A  

s im ilar spec ies is  RO ESEL'S BUSH CRICKET  M etriop te ra roeselii a lthough it is  read ily 

d is tinguishab le by the b right yellow  m argin to the  pronota l s ide-flaps. Its  occurrence in  D yfed (and 

W ales) is lim ited to the D yfi E stuary W here it w as firs t d iscovered in 197O . A t the t i m e  it w as know n 

on ly from  the  south  and east coasts of E ng land and it w as speculated  tha t the D yfi popula tion  had 

been acc identa lly in troduced. T h is poss ib ility  still ex is ts  though the recent d iscovery of the spec ies in  

southern Ire land perhaps suggests a  na tura l orig in. It is  locally com m on around the fringe of the inner 

es tuary w here  it inhab its  rushes w hich are  sub ject to  occas ional spring-tide flooding . 

 
T he com m onest m em ber of the T ettigonidae in  D yfed is the DARK BUSH CRICKET P holidoptera  

griseoaptera w h ich fills  the even ing a i r  w ith shrill ch irps  at m any sites  in the south of the county. Its 

favoured haunts are  b ram ble  th icke ts  in  hedgerow s and coasta l va lleys , there are rather few  in land  

records. T he south  coast has s trong popula tions but north of the T e ifi va lley there are  on ly th ree  

reported s ightings. A nother of our ra rities is  the  GREY BUSH CRICKET  P latyc le is denticu la ta , 

recorded from  a few  sites  on  the P em bs coastline w here it inhab its  scrub in  sheltered s ituations. 

C o lonies  are  know n from  D ale and M arloes and there  is  an  o ld  record from  S t D av id 's  P en insu la. 

C o lonies  are  often sm all and  localised and the spec ies could be easily overlooked, further s ites  in  

P em bs and the ad jacent C arm s coast should be  surveyed. 
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O ur only tree-liv ing  O rthopteran  is  the OAK BUSH CRICKET  M econem a thalass inum  w hich  is  
carn ivorous and no t restric ted to O ak w ood land. T he spec ies  has been recorded from  few  localities 
in  D yfed bu t is  probab ly w idely d istribu ted, even occurring on garden trees as in A berystw yth. It is  a 
nocturnal insect, o ften  turn ing  up at m oth-traps and houselights in  the autum n, and the best w ay to 
see it is  to search  the low er boughs of old deciduous trees by torchlight. The SPECKLED BUSH 
CRICKET Leptophyes puncta tissim a is  another e lus ive species , beautifu lly  cam ouflaged in its  
chosen tang les  o f bram ble and ne ttles . It is  not uncom m on in D yfed , particu larly in  the  south, but 
has rare ly been seen aw ay from  the v ic in ity o f the  coast w here sheltered valleys a re favoured . 
S earch ing fo r t h e  m ore abundant and confid ing nym phs in  June can be  the eas ies t w ay to  locate 
them . Last, bu t far from  least, is  the  GREAT GREEN BUSH CRICKET  Tettigonia v iridissim a, an 
im pressive insect w i t h  a far-carrying song that can  be  heard up to tw o hundred m etres  aw ay on a 
s till sum m er's  even ing. A part from  a  recent s ighting in  C arm s the species  is  restric ted to coasta l 
localities of sou thern  P em bs w here  it is  quite w idespread. It inhabits  a  varie ty of shrubby situa tions 
w here there is  w arm th and she lte r, the  m ales often c lim bing  to the top of a bush to s ing. 
 
T w o types of C ricke t have been recorded in the county, a lthough one o f these has no t been 

recorded fo r fifty  years . T he HO USE CRICKET  A cheta dom estica is  not native to Britain, having 

becom e w idely established n f t e r  the sixteenth century fo llow ing its  in troduction from  As ia. H ow ever, 

it never seem s to have been com m on in D yfed and now  appears  to be confined to C arm s. It is  

w idespread in C ydw eli o ld tow n and in hot sum m ers its  shrill song bursts forth from  cracks in m any 

garden w alls . O ther localities are L langadog C ream ery and the  rubb ish t i p  at L lanllw ch. T here  are 

o ld  records from  A berys tw yth  and B laenannerch  in  C eredig ion. F inally, there is the  M OLE 

CRICKET  G ryllo ta lpa  gryllo ta lpa , an  ex traordinary c reature  that is  ex trem ely ra re in B rita in  as  a 

w hole - there a re tw o records for D yfed. E dw ard  L lw yd w rote to John R ay in 1693 that he  had 

observed them  that year near C ydw eli, C arm s "in the sealands that are covered every tide" and 

there is a spec im en in the N ational M useum  of W ales w hich w as co llected  a t H averfordw est, 

P em bs in  1936. T he adu lts  live in burrow s in m oist soil, w ater-m eadow s and flood-pla ins are ideal 

habitats . T he spec ies  is  e lus ive  and there are m any suitable localities in  D yfed  but it is  doubtfu l tha t 

it is  s till a  resident here . 

 
T he M ole  C ricke t m igh t have gone from  our m eadow s but can  w e be  certa in? It w as once com m on 

enough in W ales to be  g iven the nam e " R h i n g  y Les", and perhaps still s ings in iso lated rivers ide 

pastures. O ur know ledge of the d is tribution  of so  m any of our O rthopterans is  based on the 

fie ldw ork  o f a few  observers and la rge  areas of the  county have only been briefly surveyed. M uch 

rem ains to be  done and m any in te res ting d iscoveries a re s till to  be m ade; w ith im proved and 

inexpens ive gu ides local natura lists have m uch to contribute to our know ledge of th is d iverse group 

of insects. 
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